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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


THE following discourse on true economy was delivered by President 
Joseph F. Smith at the Sixty-fourth Semi-Annual Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt 
Lake City, Sunday morning, October 8, 1893 :— 

It is with a feeling of great dependence and weakness that I arise before 
the congregation this morning to speak. I took a severe cold a couple of 
weeks ago and have not recovered from it yet; therefore, unless I am 
blessed of the Lord I shall possibly not be able to make myself heard or 
to occupy much time. 

I have felt blessed in listening to the instructions which have been 
given by the brethren who have spoken during this Conference, and I can 
bear my testimony to the counsels which they have given and the instruc- 
tions which have proceeded from them by the inspiration of the Almighty. 
I hope that the same good Spirit which has attended our meetings so far 
will continue throughout to-day, that all who hear may rejoice in the 
manifestations of the mercy, kindness and love of our Heavenly Father 
toward His children. We have been greatly blessed of our Father in our 
spiritual labors as well as in our temporal affairs. We have heard a little 
during Conference about the hard times that are being felt throughout the 
land; but if all the truth were told, I believe it would be found that the 
people of Utah have felt the effects of the hard times about as little as, if 
not less than, any other portion of our country,or of the world. 

Not long ago one of the brethren, who lived out in the country, came to 
the President’s office and said to President Woodruff, in substance: “I 
have made up my mind to go back to the old country and visit my rela- 
tives. It is along time since I was there, and I have come to the conclusion 
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that I will go back once more and look at them‘and see what I can do 
before I get too old.” The President remarked, “Well, if you can afford to 
do this in these hard times, I don’t see that there can be any objection to 
it.” “Why,” he said, “President Woodruff, I live out in the country and I 
don’t know anything about hard times.” He then went on to say that the 
people out in the country did not feel the hard times like those in the 
city. They lived from the products of their farms; they had their little 
flocks and herds; they reaped what they had sown, and gathered what 
they had strewn, and they were about as comfortable now as they had 
ever been. It did not appear to him, he said, so long as the Lord blessed 
the soil and the flocks and the herds, that hard times would come very 
near to them. These were about the sentiments expressed by this good 
brother. He said he had plenty of means to go and visit his relatives. 
Then, said President Woodruff, go and be blessed. He has been, and I 
think he has returned. This expresses, I believe, pretty nearly the con- 
dition of a great many of the Latter-day Saints throughout Utah and 
elsewhere. We heard yesterday some statistics, given by Brother Abraham 
H. Cannon, concerning the people in the country who had been prudent 
and taken care of that which the Lord had given them. He said that 
eighty-six per cent of the people living in the country were possessing 
their homes and their farms unencumbered, while only a portion of the 
remaining fourteen per cent. had their places so much encumbered that 
they were in danger. This speaks very well for the condition of the 
Latter-day Saints outside of the more populous centers. I would that we 
could say the same, in every particular, with regard to the Latter-day 
Saints who live nearer the business centers of the Territory. Yet I do not 
think that the statistics show the precise condition of the Latter-day 
Saints in this regard. In Salt Lake City and county, or in Weber and 
other counties, where it is shown that a larger percentage of the people 
are living in mortgaged homes and in rented houses, we must bear in 
mind that within the last few years a large number of strangers have 
come amongst us to live, and I think likely a large percentage also 
of those who have speculated in lands have been under the necessity of 
mortgaging them in order to pay their obligations. I think if the real 
facts were known it would be found that there is no class of people in 
the business centers that are so well provided for, or so free from debt, as 
are the Latter-day Saints. If this is not so, it is very plain to me that 
they have not very carefully observed the good and wise counsels which 
have been given to them from time to time by their presidents and 
bishops; for the counsel to our people from the beginning has been to live 
within their means, to be economical, and as far as possible self-sustaining. 
If we have not followed this counsel and are suffering from the con- 
sequences of disobedience to it, I trust that we will now profit by the 
lesson, and in the future seek more faithfully to carry out this wise counsel 
than we have done in the past. 

We heard from Brother Merrill his opinion with regard to going into 
debt. He believes it to be an unwise thing for individuals to run in debt, 
having to pay large sums of interest, which must come out of their labor, 
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or the product of their soil, or from their flocks or herds, or from their 
business; for the money which they receive is not that which in itself 
produces the interest which they have to pay, but it is from the proceeds 
of their business, or toil, that they must get the means with which to pay 
interest on the borrowed money; unless, perchance, they can borrow 
money at a low rate of interest and then loan it to a less fortunate brother 
for a higher percentage. Then he has to earn it somewhere. It has to be 
produced from some source. Money itself will not produce its increase; 
it will always remain the same. It does not sprout and grow; it does 
not produce seed or fruit; but remains the same. If they cannot convert 
it into some other property that will be productive, it is a dangerous 
thing for them to borrow and obligate themselves to pay interest. In my 
younger days I followed the example of President Woodruff. I have 
heard him say that in former years he had never borrowed a dollar—he 
had studiously avoided signing notes, and had never run in debt; but of 
late years he has had to sign a great many pieces of paper. He commenced 
a few years ago, when the government of the United States seized our 
property, and it became necessary for us to pay over money in lieu of 
real estate and other property which had been disposed of, the proceeds 
of which had been used in the regular business of the Church. Either 
we had to borrow money to pay for that or the courts would commence 
proceedings to disturb the titles of property that had been sold and 
passed into the hands of so-called “innocent parties.” We had to raise 
several hundred thousand dollars at that time, and then it was that 
President Woodruff began to sign notes. And from that day to this we 
have had to keep borrowing more or less, in order that we might meet 
our obligations, pay interest, help to complete the Temple, and do what 
other things were needful. The Presidency of the Church have had to do 
this. Of course, the Church has been behind them, because it is the 
Church that gives to them the influence they have. We do not ignore 
this; we cannot ignore it. The influence they may have among the people 
is due to your faith in them and to the position they occupy in the 
Church. Therefore, what credit, influence and honor they may have, they 
receive from God and from this people. 

We started the sugar works here a few years ago. Why? Because when 
we came to reflect about it we saw that we had reached a point in our 
history where there was not a single enterprise of a public character that 
was calculated to give employment to our people. The railroads had gone 
into the hands of outsiders, as we term them, and instead of their pur- 
suing a wise policy, they abandoned the course that had been pursued by 
their predecessors, and discharged the “Mormon” people from their service, 
brought strangers from the east and west, and gave them employment. I 
will relate here a remark I heard Superintendent John Sharp make about 
one year after the change in the policy of the railroads. He said to me 
and to others that within a year there had been more railroad wrecks and 
more destruction of railroad property on the Utah Central than there had 
been before from the time the last rail was laid in this city on that line 
from Ogden. Why? Because of the recklessness on the part of those who 
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had been employed; while those who had been faithful to the interests 
of the road had been discharged. If you will take the pains to look up 
the question in the newspapers of that period, you will see that this state- 
ment of Superintendent Sharp will be verified by the accounts of wrecks 
and destruction of property in them. The government of the city has 
also been turned over. Every man that was suspected of having the least 
color of “Mormonism” about him was discharged from the service of the 
city, and strangers were imsported and given work. There was not a thing 
being done of a public character calculated to give employment to the 
Latter-day Saints in any direction; and we began to feel that there was 
a responsibility resting upon us which required something to be done, in 
a small way at least, in the direction of giving employment to our people. 
So we started the sugar works, although few people had contidence in the 
success of the undertaking. Some of our best men lacked contidence in 
it. Men of means were very chary about it, and did not feel to take any 
very active part in attempting to start it. There appeared to be a feeling 
of mistrust on the part of the people generally. It seemed as though all 
the people lacked confidence in the enterprise, fearing it would be a 
failure, and if they put their money in it, it would be lost. On the back 
of all this, “hard times” came on; scarcity of nioney began, and it became 
a very difficult matter indeed to continue the enterprise to success. 
Therefore, some of the leading brethren felt obligated to raise means in 
some way to carry it on and save that which had already been expended 
upon it. The result was, we had to borrow very large sums of money, for 
which, until the present, we have had to pay interest. Whatfor? For 
any benefit tous? No. Whofor? For the Territory and for the inhabi- 
tants of these valleys; for every dollar that is saved here helps to build up 
the country and benefit the people. Now there is a prospect of this 
enterprise becoming a success. They are manufacturing over tifty thou- 
sand pounds of sugar daily out of beets that are produced in these valleys 
by the Latter-day Saints, giving not only employment to farmers, but to 
the children, or widows, and to many of the poor among the people. The 
farmer to-day who successfully raises the sugar beet is getting from $60 to 
$90 an acre from his farm that heretofore only yielded from $10 to $25 an 
acre. This is a benefit to the people and to the country. Yet we have 
had to bear this burden, and we will have to do it, I presume, unless the 
people will rally to our help for a year or two, until these works are able 
to carry themselves, pay the principal and interest, and by and by begin 
to pay divivends on the means invested. And it is bound to do it, because 
it isa home industry that the people will learn by and by to appreciate 
as a blessing as well as a necessity. When this proves to be a success and 
a blessing to the Latter-day Saints, the people of Cache Valley probably 
may begin to consider the propriety of doing something of the kind and, 
perhaps, also those of Weber and this county, until we can supply all the 
sugar that the people of the Territory can consume and, perchance, have a 
little surplus to ship abroad. 
We were told yesterday by one of the speakers that just so long as we 
consume more than we produce, as individuals or as a people, just so long 
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we would continue to grow poorer, until by and by we wil] come to the 
bottom. This is true. We must produce as well as consume. It follows 
upon natural principle, and it is as plain as anything can be, if you do not 
earn as much as you consume, there will be a time—and it will depend 
upon just how much more you consume than you produce as to how long 
that time will be put off—when you will possess nothing in the world, will 
be in debt to your neighbors, and dependent upon charity. But the 
moment you begin to produce a little more than you consume, that 
moment you are able to lay up something and begin to get rich. This 
country has been named Deseret—the honey bee; and we all well under- 
stand the character of this little insect. It usually gathers more than it 
consumes and lays aside a little. So should it be with the bees of the 
hive of Deseret. If we only earn fifty cents a day, we should try our 
utmost to live upon forty-five, and lay five cents away for “the rainy day.” 
This is true economy, and was the counsel of President Brigham Young 
from my early recollection till the day he passed away. It has also been 
the counsel of his successors and of all the leading members of this 
Church. Save something; and when you have a surplus, use that portion 
of it that is needful for the building up of the Kingdom of God, for the 
spread of the truth, for the gathering of the poor, for the building of 
temples and for the accomplishment of the purposes of the Almighty. In 
this way the promises that the Almighty has made to us will be fulfilled; 
for it is His promise to make us the “richest of all people,” provided we 
will seek first those riches which it is the will of the Father to give unto 
us, and only in this way is it possible for this promise to be fulfilled, 
While we spend more than we gain we never can become the “richest of 
all people,” neither in spiritual nor in temporal things, but we will be the 
“tail, and not the head;” we will be the poor of the earth, not the rich; 
we will be the borrower and not the lender, and they who control wealth 
will be our masters and we their servants. Now, let every man, woman 
and child ainong the people try to be producers in some way. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


WHY GENEALOGIES ARE SOUGHT. 


RECENTLY a friend of the Deseret News made inquiry of an eastern pub- 
lishing firm regarding some genealogical literature he desired to obtain. 
In replying to his communication these publishers asked him, by letter, 
why he took an interest in matters pertaining to family pedigrees. He 
sent a written explanation, and as the subject of the application of the 
plan and principles of the Gospel to the dead who departed without obey- 
ing it, is one of both general and special interest, we herewith present the 
greater portion of the gentleman’s exposition of the sublime theme as 
published in the Vews:— 

The basis of my interest in the subject in question is that I am a 
member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, commonly 
known as the “Mormon” Church. 

It becomes necessary now to explain why this Church membership 
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should cause me to take an interest in family genealogies. To make this 
matter clear involves a statement of some of the prominent features of 
the faith of the Saints. The latter claim to have the same organization 
and doctrines as those which characterized the Church established by 
Jesus on the eastern hemisphere; hence their body-religious includes 
“apostles and prophets,” high priests, seventies, elders, priests, teachers, 
deacons and all other officers and authorities of which the New Testa- 
ment makes mention. These are organized into quorums, three high 
priests, constituting the First Presidency, being at the head, with the 
Twelve Apostles ranking next in order, and so on. The duties of each 
grade are clearly and specifically defined, so as to operate in unbroken 
harmony each with all the others. 

In relation to our doctrine, it may be said that it embraces “truth wher- 
ever found,” and so wide a range will only admit of a limited explanation. 
However, faith in the atonement of Jesus Christ may be regarded as the 
basic principle, and in a general way it may be stated that the faith of 
the Saints demands obedience to the teachings of the Savior and all His 
inspired servants, ancient and modern; hence it includes the doctrines of 
faith, repentance of sin, baptism by immersion in water for the remission 
of sins and the laying on of the hands of the authorized servants of God 
for the imparting to the honest seeker after salvation, of the Holy Ghost. 
Thus having laid the foundation for a godly life, aided by the Divine 
Spirit, they are required to press forward to the perfect day. 

I do not suppose that any person familiar with the Scriptures will have 
the temerity to dispute the claim that these are scriptural doctrines. But 
they involve points which could not be established without new revelation, 
as divine authority can only be imparted through that channel. He who 
acts as an agent for God must be authorized to assume that position, 
otherwise what he does in the name of the Divine Master will stand in 
danger of being repudiated, as can be sustained readily by analogical — 
reasoning associated with human affairs. Divine concerns are much more 
sacred than those that are merely human and they must be much more 
closely guarded. It is claimed by the Saints that a prophet (Joseph 
Smith) was raised up in modern times to establish anew the true church 
of Christ in its fullness of organization, ordinance, principle and power. I 
do not expect that you will believe this, but I am not writing the belief 
of those who may peruse this statement, but the faith of myself and my 
co-religionists. 

You may ask what all this has to do with my interest in genealogy. I 
will shortly show that what is already stated is merely preliminary to the 
main point of my explanation, which will follow. 

The Church with which I am identified claims that the plan of redemp- 
tion was not devised in the Divine Mind for the benefit of any one or 
more classes of mankind, but for the salvation of the race as a whole. 
Such a position could not be maintained if its saving effects and blessings 
should be confined to those who have opportunities of embracing its prin- 
ciples in this life. Myriads pass through the human, or probationary 
state without ever having heard the name of Christ uttered. To bring 
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them under condemnation because they did not comply with conditions 
of which they never heard, would be a parody on common, not to say 
divine, justice. 

Notwithstanding this, it is evident that salvation, according to the true 
Christian standpoint, can only be obtained through belief in Christ and 
obedience to His laws and commandments. This includes conformity by 
the believer to the outward ordinances. As an instance, the Savior said 
to Nicodemus, “Except a man be born of water and of the spirit, he can- 
not enter into the Kingdom of God.” Here is a rule which admits of no 
exception. Justice therefore demands that provision be made for the dead 
who died without a knowledge of Christ and His doctrine. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


The German Reichstag has agreed to the Russo-German commercial treaty bill by 200 
votes to 146. 

Intelligence is to hand of a severe earthquake in the Thibetan region of Kada, by which 
over 200 persons were killed. 

A terrible disaster is reported from Shan-Tung, Eves hoving been 
through an explosion in a coal mine there. 


A bill fixing a minimum wage for all classes of labor, and forbidding employers to pay 
leas, was introduced in the American Senate, March 4. 


Yellow fever continues to rage with increased severity at Rio Janeiro, there being no 
fewer than 200 cases one day early this month. The latest victim to the disease is the 
Italian Consul. 

A sensational tragedy is reported from Harlingen, Holland, a pastor of the Reformed 
Church of that place having murdered a young girl with whom he fell in love, because 
she refused to marry him. 


A fire broke out at Ningbo, China, during a theatrieal performance and 300 persons, 
mostly women and children, lost their lives. The disaster was caused by a boy throwing 
the end of a cigarette among some straw. 

A bill has been introduced into the Paris Chamber of Deputies to provide that, in 
future, anarchist trials shall be heard with closed doors, and that it shall be a criminal 
offence to publish newspaper accounts of the proceedings. 


From Corea it is announced that a conspiracy has been discovered there having for its 
object the murder of the king, the heir-apparent, and the ministers of state. About a 
thousand persons alleged to be concerned in the plot have been arrested. 


The Russian government has, it is reported, informed the French government that 
should the projected increase in the French corn duties lead to derangements in the ex- 
port trade of Russia, the latter will exercise her right to terminate the treaty of commerce 
between the two countries. 

A Moslem funeral took place March 2 at the Necropolis, Liverpool, which is the only 
burying-ground in the country where such funerals can take place. The deceased was 
Mr. W. Obeid-Ullah Cunliffe, the designer of the Steble Fountain in Liverpool and of 
the proposed Eiffel Tower in London. 


A desperate encounter has taken place at Warsaw between a number of Nihilists and 
policemen, during which one of the latter was shot dead and three others wounded. The 
Nihilists were eventually taken into custody, and in the course of further domiciliary 
visits a Nihilistic printing plant was discovered and seized. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, MARCH 26, 1894. 


HOW TO APPROACH GOD. 


Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you.—Luke xi: 9. 

This saying of the Savior has proven of great comfort to the people of 
God. The knowledge that the Father was not above listening to the 
petitions of His children now dwelling in mortality has served to bring 
them in touch with the Infinite Being. Jesus taught His disciples how 
to pray and in whose name to pray, and they taught it unto the people 
who became members of the primitive church; since then prayer has been 
offered in some form or other by those professing belief in Christ. 

During the apostacy of the church the object of prayer was lost sight 
of and instead of the primitive method prayer became clothed in such 
gaudy habiliments of form and ceremony that it was robbed entirely of 
the beautiful simplicity with which it had been invested by the Savior. 
A few set forms of prayer were left the people while the privilege of 
praying for both the living and the dead was delegated to the clergy, a 
corrupted priesthood which, notwithstanding its claim to apostolic suc- 
cession, did not enjoy the divine and indescribable power and authority 
always accompanying the true priesthood. Men forgot their God, forgot 
His character and His attributes and substituted a being of their own 
make, from their own conjectures. 

The Reformation served to correct many great evils, but it changed very 
little as to the doctrine in its entirety. It did not restore the Gospel, nor the 
old and primitive doctrines. It only severed itself from the old traditions 
to evolve a new set of traditions and superstitions. These met with favor, 
however, and have continued in various forms since then. It is no wonder 
that “Christianity” has lost all knowledge of the true nature and charac- 
ter of God, and that its members are therefore unable to appeal to their 
Creator in the proper way. 

The people of the world have learned to look upon God the Father as a 
remote, all-powerful being, whose sphere was at such variance with our 
own, whose thoughts were so exalted and above the affairs of this world 
that He would not deign to notice the poor mortals who are struggling 
for light upon this earth. They have surrounded Him with an impen- 
etrable mystery. When they approach Him in prayer they do so in awe- 
stricken tones, it matters not whether the devotees are uttering the sin- 
cere desires of their hearts or are indulging in mere hypocritical cant. 
They have no conception of His nearness though they declare that He is 
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everywhere present. There is no touch of familiarity as between kindred 
spirits—father and children. There is a chilling coldness in the stiff, 
formal and distant manner in which so-called Christians pray. 

The Latter-day Saints hold different views. They recognize that their 
Heavenly Father is infinite, all-powerful, all-knowing, but, also, that He is 
kind and merciful. They look to Him with reverence, yet feel that He is 
their Father in very deed. Though they acknowledge His superiority 
and recognize the fact that no mortal, without the aid of His spirit, could 
endure His glorious presence, they still fee] that He is their Father. They 
do not believe that He dwells in a place far beyond their efforts to reach 
Him. They feel, or rather know, that the channel of communication 
between Heaven and earth is open and that their prayers if offered in 
humility, sincerity and faith will receive immediate and prompt answer. 
They approach Him as children would approach their father—full of awe 
and reverence, yet void of fear in the knowledge that he is affectionate 
and kind, as well as just. They have learned by revelation the nature of 
their God and the manner in which they should approach Him. | 

Among other things they have learned that their Father is a being who 
interests Himself in their temporal welfare, who delights in prospering 
His children, who causes the earth to yield forth in abundance its natural 
products and hidden treasures, who does not design that His children 
shall be poverty-stricken, except so far as it is in His all-wise economy to 
so order it. He has promised to make His people wealthy and powerful, 
but the promise is sure of fulfillment only when riches have become a 
secondary consideration, or are sought only for the purpose of glorifying 
His name. 

In these last days He has spoken to His people of many things, temporal 
in their nature, things that would save life and property if rightly under- 
stood and carried out. Many have sneered at the presumption, as they 
call it, of the Latter-day Saints in holding that revelations so temporal 
in their nature as are many of those published in the church, have been 
given of God. They hold that God would not “condescend” to speak on 
such “trivial” matters. The Saints, however, know better. They have 
not, as have their “Christian” friends, conceived an idea far beyond time 
and space, an ideal which has no resemblance whatever to God, but they 
have learned to worship the true and living God in spirit and in truth. 
They have learned that He is one who wishes them to be saved both tem- 
porally and spiritually. 

Thus through the mercy of God they have learned to approach Him 
aright, and, therefore, the promise of the Savior, “Ask, and it shall be 
given you,” has administered comfort unto the Saints in all the trials and 
sufferings through which they have passed since accepting of the Gospel. 
This comfort is open to the world, would it but accept it in sincerity. The 
promise is based upon obedience. Let the world obey! J. V. B. 


SPEAKING of the progress Utah has made since the Pioneers entered the 
Salt Lake Valley in 1847 the Jrrigation Age says: “Less than fifty years 
ago it was colonized by a people who had no assets except the brain of a 
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masterful leader of men. Under the guidance of this leader a certain in- 
dustrial policy was applied. The farm unit was placed at twenty acres. 
Each family was taught to produce first of all what it consumed, and 
second, a surplus convertible into some other form of property. This was 
accomplished by diversified production and intensive scientific cultiva- 
tion. Upon the public range adjoining the cultivated valleys flocks of 
sheep and herds of cattle and horses were sustained. This experiment in 
colonization was carried to success without original capital. The people 
lived; they multiplied and prospered; they wrung from unpromising soil 
the capital for co-operative stores, for factories, for banks. And after 
paying for all this, they had an ample surplus to carry on costly church 
enterprises, building massive temples and sending their missionaries to 
the uttermost parts of the earth. Are the valleys hidden among the 
mountains of Utah any more productive than the irrigable lands of 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana on the north, Colorado and 
Wyoming on the east, New Mexico, Arizona, California and Nevada on 
the south and west? Are the unprosperous millions of the old world and 
old states less capable of conquest over nature than the simple folk who 
compose the mass of the Mormon people? Is capital distrustful of its 
ability to find security and create values in conjunction with enlightened 
labor in a field where labor unaided by capital has alone created enormous 
value?” 


THE Scientific American says that in a dark room with alternating cur- 
rents of 800,000 voltage, Nikola Tesla, by means of atmospheric vibrations, 
has caused a faint glow of light to appear. Explaining the phenomenon, 
he said: “If I can increase the atmospheric vibrations, say 1,000,000 or 
10,000,000, I can produce sunlight in this room. Of course, I can in- 
crease the vibrations by increasing the voltage. I can make the voltage 
8,000,000 as easily as 800,000; but I am not ready to handle 8,000,000 volts 
of electricity. Currents of such strength would kill everybody in the 
room. I expect, however, to learn how to control a large voltage. When 
I have increased the atmospheric vibrations perhaps a thousand times, the 
phenomenon will be no longer electricity. It will be light. Iam satisfied 
that sunlight can be made from electricity without doing harm to any- 
body, and I expect to discover how it is done.” Itis a grand idea, and 
whether the voice through which it came be hushed and still or yet re- 
sounds in the proclamations of new truths, the idea itself will be carried 
to fruitage, and the world will be wiser, whatever may be the issue. 


ARRIVALS.—The following missionaries arrived in Liverpool from Utah 
per Cunard steamer Lucania, Friday afternoon, March 16, for the British 
Mission: Wm. H. Darley, R. J. Kerr and C. E. Lloyd, of Wellsville, Cache 
County; Victor P. Wells, Salt Lake City. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENTS.— Elder John F. Howell has been honorably 
released from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Welsh Conference, to 
return home, March 21, 1894. 
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Elders C. E. Lloyd and Wm. H. Darley have been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elders in the Norwich Conference. 

Elder R. J. Kerr has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Irish Conference. 

Elder Victor P. Wells has been appointed to labor as — Elder in 
the London Conference. 


NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


Tue Nottingham Conference was held March 4, 1894, at the Temperance 
Hall, St. Ann’s Street, Nottingham. There were present: Anthon H. 
Lund, President of the European Mission; H. McCune, Traveling Elder 
in the Liverpool Conference; W. C. Hunter, President of, and James Boy- 
don, H. H. Pitchforth, C. C. Cressall, John Parkin, Hyrum J. Smith, John 
Belliston, R. Jefferies, John W. Ord, Nathan Reeves, James C. Woods, and 
Alma Johnson, Traveling Elders in, the Nottingham Conference. 

Meetings were held during the morning, afternoon and evening. This 
has been the best attended conference held for several years. Many 
strangers were present. A good spirit is prevailing with the people, and 
attended the elders, who spoke the pure word of God, in love and as hav- 
ing authority and not as the scribes. The Saints had in general a time 
of rejoicing, and at the close of the Conference in the evening they separ- 
ated with that hearty shake of hands which always characterizes the 
Latter-day Saints, when they meet and partake of the Spirit of God. 

The general authorities of the Church, and of the European Mission, 
and the President and the Traveling Elders of the Nottingham Conference 
were presented and unanimously sustained. 

The report of statistics and labors of the elders for the past five months 
ending March 2, 1894, was read as follows: Seventies 12; Elders 34; Priests 
11; Teachers 9; Deacons 18; members 242; total officers and members 326; 
baptized and confirmed 34; removed 3; excommunicated 3; children bles- 
sed 7; in-door meetings 215; open-air meetings 4; Sunday school sessions 
4; Tracts distributed 6,002; houses visited 3,193; gospel conversations 629; 
books sold and given away 105. 

The presidents of the different branches of the conference were unani- 
mously sustained. 

A Priesthood meeting was held the following day at which the elders 
reported their labors for the past five months. They expressed their 
desires as being to continue to spread truth in all humility. Excellent 
instructions were given them by President Lund and President Hunter 
that will greatly aid in the prosecution of their labors. 

Hyroum Smita, Clerk of Conference. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Exper Henry Lewis, writing from Carnarvon, North Wales, under date 
of March 6, says: “I arrived here ten days ago and found the people 
willing to hear the Gospel and to read our church works. Since my 
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arrival I have made a number of friends, even among the Josephites who 
open their doors to me and give the standing invitation to myself or any 
of the elders to stop with them whenever coming that way. I find a few 
Saints scattered in this part of the vineyard who are pleased to see an 
elder as it is years since one labored in this vicinity. It is a pleasure to 
visit them and encourage then: 'to be faithful and to bear my testimony 
to the truth to all who are willing to listen. There is opportunity for 
doing much good here and I trust that something may be accomplished by 
our labors.” 

Extper G. M. THomson writing from Preston, Lancashire, England, 
under date of March 12, gives a brief account of his visit to Clitheroe, 
Waddington and surrounding country. While in Low Moor, Clitheroe, he 
visited John Ormond, an aged Latter-day Saint, and family. He was 
baptized in Waddington, August 7, 1841, and has acted with honor in the 
capacity of president of both the Waddington and Clitheroe branches. 
Many have been the elders who have found a welcome and shelter under 
his hospitable roof. Brother Ormond has kept a register of all the elders 
who have stopped with him, and the list would make a small volume. In 
speaking of the elders he said: “I have heard some good speakers in my 
time and have seen many manifestations of the power and goodness of 
God.” It was in this part of the country, writes Elder Thomson, where 
President Kimball labored and where others found so many who were 
waiting for the Gospel truths. At Chotburn and Waddington the people 
almost all embraced the Gospel in a body. These places are just a few 
miles from Clitheroe. Brother Ormond said he had heard President 
Kimball many times and declared “he was one who fairly drew souls unto 
him.” He is now approaching four score years, but remembers things 
which happened in the church fifty years ago as if it were but yesterday. 
He attended many of the meetings in the “Old Cock Pit,” Preston, when 
it was filled to its utmost capacity. 

Exper 8. N. Cook writes as follows: “A district Conference was held at 
Sittingbourne, Kent, in the London Conference, February 18, 1894. Meet- 
ings were held at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. They were well attended especially 
the evening meeting when the hall was filled a number of strangers being 
present. A good spirit was manifested, and both Saints and strangers ex- 
pressed themselves edified and instructed. As it is expected that the 
elders will shortly be removed from this branch, the local Saints arranged 
@ social entertainment, which took place on Monday, February 19, when 
a few hours were very agreeably spent. Although but few have as yet 
accepted the Gospel there is less prejudice among the people in this 
vicinity than there was a few months ago. I have traveled during the 
past winter through Kent, visiting relatives, with whom I had left some of 
our works a year ago. After having read them they lent the books to 
others, and I found that instead of prejudice a spirit of inquiry is now 
manifested. Some were quite anxious to see me and to learn more con- 
cerning our doctrines. I trust that this spirit may grow and increase in 
the hearts of the people, until all the honest in heart may hear and have 
the privilege of accepting the Gospel in its purity.” 
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MISSIONARIES AMONG THE MAORIS OF NEW ZEALAND. 


UNDER the signature of “Phoenix,” an elder laboring in New Zealand 
writes to the Deseret News, from which the following extracts are taken :— 

When vigorous efforts were made to push the work on South Island the 
enemy was aroused, and a venerable archdeacon of the Church of England 
endeavored to counteract the work by slanderous reports and strong 
denunciations from the pulpit. This had the effect of scattering the seed, 
and the elders succeeded in establishing a good branch at Rangi-Toto, and 
the nucleus of another at Whangarei. Inquiries from the extreme south 
indicated that there was an opening in that vicinity amongst the Euro- 
peans, which ultimately resulted in the organization of the district of 
Otago, where Elder T. L. Cox presides, assisted by Elders C. Peterson and 
John G. Young. A branch of the Church was established at Otago 
Owake, and the good work is progressing satisfactorily. 

At the annual conference of the Australasian Mission held last April, 
the Wairau district was formed and Elder R. G. Meikle was called to 
preside, assisted by Elder J. W. Linford. In connection with the semi- 
annual conference of this new district, a second visit was paid to the South 
Island. After a few hours’ pleasant sail across the straits, Picton was 
reached and an eighteen mile evening drive was made through the valley 
of Tua Marina. After a night’s rest at the Maori village Wairau the 
journey was continued from Blenheim to Te Hora, a distance of thirty- 
eight miles. 

The river Wairau was flooded, rendering it impossible to ford, and hence 
ten miles additional travel was necessary to cross the bridge at Tua Marina. 

After a pleasant journey through the Waituna Valley the placid waters 
of the Pelorus sound were reached, and the town of Havelock was passed. 
Six miles further the travelers arrive at the Maori Pah, Te Hora, near the 
little village of Canvas Town. 

A large number of Maoris had assembled from Rangi-Toto Island, 
Whangarei, Wairau and the surrounding country. Some had traveled for 
two days in small boats, rowing nearly all the way. The Whangarei 
members walked through dense brush for eighteen miles, as there is no 
wagon road to this village, but this did not deter the members from 
attending and nearly all the branch was present. 

As the travelers approached the Pah, they were received with lusty 
shouts of welcome, “Nau mai,” “Haere mai,” etc. 

Elder Goddard had not visited them since he officiated at the baptism 
of those present, who indicated their joy by numerous and prolonged 
“hongis,” while others greeted him as their “Matna,” (father). Quite a 
change had taken place at Te Hora, since the previous visit, when only a 
few scattered members were present. A large dining room, sixty feet 
long, had been specially erected, and the numerous sheep and slaughtered 
beeves, hanging in the vicinity, clearly proved that ample preparations 
had been made to accommodate the visitors. The meeting-house was 
comfortably seated and a neat stand had been made, near to which was a 
piano obtained for the occasion. The merry laughter of the children, the 


| 
| 

| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| 


206 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


incessant chatter of the dear sisters’ tongues, and the earnest and ani- 
mated conversation of the Maori brethren, all testified to the happy influ- 
ence of the Gospel upon the hearts of the people. 

According to custom in Maoridom the usual weekly testimony meeting 
was held on Thursday evening. Thirty-four members bore their testi- 
monies, and the presiding elder had some difficulty in finding an opening 
for closing ceremonies. 

The conference commenced on Saturday morning, November 25, at 10 
a.m., though the usual morning Karakia, or prayer meeting, was held at 
7 a.m, 

Elders from Zion, as well as native elders, spoke at the morning and 
afternoon meetings, the natives dwelling mainly on the restoration of the 
Gospel and the gathering of scattered Israel. 

In the evening a priesthood meeting was held and suitable instructions 
were given to the priesthood. Simultaneously a testimony meeting was 
held for the sisters, presided over by Elder B, Goddard, and the Spirit of 
God was poured out abundantly. 

This meeting continued over three hours, and thirty-one members spoke, 
amongst whom were a number of children from seven to ten years of age. It 
was quite affecting and gratifying to listen to their childish voices. Young 
boys and girls spoke freely of the blessings of the Gospel, and defended 
their faith with numerous scriptural passages. Invariably, at the close of 
their remarks, they would lift up their hearts to God in prayer, and 
especially crave that the blessings of Heaven might rest upon the servants 
of God sent from Zion to teach them. Well might the elders rejoice in 
singing Elder Thatcher’s beautiful hymn, “The children are praying for 
me.” 

Conference meetings were resumed on Sunday, November 26. The 
meeting-house was crowded with attentive listeners. During the forenoon 
a number of Europeans entered, so the speakers commented at some 
length on the restoration of the Gospel. 

At the close of the meeting Elder Meikle,announced that the afternoon 
meeting would be reserved for European visitors as so many were present. 
During the noon recess their number was augmented and long before the 
time of meeting the house was filled to its utmost capacity with Euro- 
peans, the Maori members readily retiring and taking seats under the 
windows outside. Over 300 Europeans were present, many of whom could 
not gain admittance. 

After meeting large crowds remained and many inquiries were made. 
A desire was expressed for an evening meeting, and as the people appeared 
much interested, a special meeting was announced for the following 
evening. 

On Sunday evening another prolonged testimony meeting was held, 
which continued for several hours. 

On Monday the natives amused themselves during the day with various 
games, and in the afternoon our old friend, the venerable archdeacon 
referred to above, visited the Pah. 

He reluctantly permitted himself to be seated at the table with the 
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elders, whom he had previously slandered, but endeavored to hide his 
chagrin. He was kindly informed that in the evening a discourse would 
be delivered on the authenticity of the Book of Mormon, and that the 
Spaulding story circulated by him a year ago would be refuted. He 
promised to attend, and fulfilled the promise by lingering near the door, 
apparently not daring to enter. 

At 7 p.m. the meeting-house was crowded to overflowing, some of the 
Europeans having traveled many miles in order to be present. 

Elder B, Goddard ocoupied the time on the subject announced. He first 
refuted the various false theories with regard to the Book of Mormon, and 
then dwelt upon the appearance of Moroni unto the youthful seeker after 
truth. The divine mission of Joseph Smith was explained, after which 
historical evidences of the authenticity of the Book of Mormon were 
adduced. The prophetio utterances of Isaiah, Ezekiel and other ancient 
prophets, were commented upon, also the fulfillment of the patriarchal 
promises of Jacob unto his favored son Joseph and his posterity. A more 
attentive audience could not be desired, and after the close of the meeting 
many of the visiting Europeans expressed their satisfaction and desired 
regular services, if possible, 

Subsequent meetings prove conclusively that many of the honest-hearted 
of Israel are in the vicinity, and undoubtedly the field is ripe for the 
harvest of precious souls. 

Many newspaper reports of the conference have appeared, and, with one 
exception, all are highly complimentary of the labors of the elders. 

The president of the district has since received a request from some of 
the residents of Havelock to hold a series of meetings there, the large and 
newly furnished town-hall being offered gratuitously. 

Such encouraging and cheering receptions fill the hearts of the elders 
with joy and gratitude for the blessings of the Gospel, and they earnestly 
pray that the Spirit of God will seal the feeblest effort unto the salvation 
of souls. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A resolution favoring the admission of Utah to the Union has been passed by the 
executive committee of the national Republican committee. 

A boy named Hans CO. Pearson was brought in from Trenton to Logan, Cache County, 
with a broken arm, the result of being thrown from a horse. 

A small boy named Cronquist, while coasting with a number of other children at Logan, 
was thrown with such force from his sled as to fracture his skull. 

A boy named William Hegstrom was accidentally shot in the leg at Five Points, near 
Ogden, while playing with a revolver. The ball lodged in the fleshy part of the leg and 
was extracted by a surgeon. 

A lad named Anthon Sorenson, who is between 16 and 17 years of age, was badly hurt 
at Jensen’s mil] on the Island, Logan, February 1. A mitten he was wearing on his right 
hand was caught by a set screw in one of the numerous pulleys. He pulled back with 
all his force to prevent his arm from being wound around the shaft and managed to es- 
cape with the loss of his thumb, from which the flesh was completely stripped. 
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